
LSF Bible Study #5:  Imagine All The People (IatP)   
Matthew 5:27-32 Adultery 

© 2016  Living Stones Christian Church www.livingstonescc.com  

 
I. Introduction:  
 Jesus continues a list of case studies on how to read the Old Testament laws. This week we’re going to look into both lust and 
divorce. These two concepts are linked by Jesus because they are related to the command “You shall not commit adultery.” What is the 
heart behind that command? What was God’s intention behind it? We explore that concept in this study.  
 
On singleness: 

Sexuality is very important within marriage, but sex is not necessarily something that defines us as human beings. You can be 
fully human and never have sex or even a desire for sex. Our culture today sells sexuality as being an essential part of being human, but 
scripture argues otherwise. Scripture says that sex is an essential part of marriage, not an essential part of being human. Jesus was fully 
human, but never married and never had sex.   
 
 
II. Read the Story: Matthew 5:27-32

27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 
28 But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful 
intent has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your 
right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is better 
that you lose one of your members than that your whole body be 
thrown into hell. 30 And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off 

and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members 
than that your whole body go into hell.  

31 “It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a 
certificate of divorce.’ 32 But I say to you that everyone who divorces his 
wife, except on the ground of sexual immorality, makes her commit 
adultery, and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.  

 

III. Engage the Story:  
1. Why is lust wrong? Is it wrong to think a guy or girl is hot?  
 
2. Read Deuteronomy 24:1. Is Jesus saying this law is wrong? Is he abolishing this law? Why does Jesus say he isn’t coming to abolish the 
law but to fulfill it? 
 
3. Under what circumstances does Jesus say that divorce is permissible? Read 1 Corinthians 7:13-15. Does Paul add another exception of 
when it is permissible to divorce? Is it permissible to divorce when there is physical abuse?  
 
4. Critics will often point to these passages as being very sex-negative and the reason why the church is so sex-negative. How would you 
respond to that criticism? Do you think Jesus is being sex-negative? 

 
5. Is there any grace for people who are divorced, have had an affair, or are addicted to porn?   
 
IV. Live the Story: 
 God’s ideal is for a permanent bond between husband and wife. This includes both sex and sexual desire within marriage and a 
commitment and bond between husband and wife. 
 
6. Have you ever struggled with lust or pornography? Have you had serious difficulties or struggles in your marriage that made you think 
of divorce or led to divorce? 
 

 
 


