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I. Introduction:  
 
Have you ever not only met, but exceeded the expectations of your boss at work or a teacher at school? How did you do it?  
 
II. Read the Story: Matthew 5:17-20
17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly, I say to you, until 
heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of 
these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will 
be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven.  

III. Engage the Story:  
1. Why would people think that Jesus had come to abolish the Law or the Prophets? 
 
2. What does it mean to “fulfill” something? What does Jesus mean when he says he’s come to fulfill the Law and the Prophets? 
 
3. What does it mean to “relax” the commandments? 
 
4. What does Jesus mean when he tells his disciples their “righteousness must exceed that of the scribes and Pharisees.” 
 
IV. Live the Story: 
   
 We need to read scripture the way that Jesus did, looking at its heart, God’s wisdom and the overarching story of Scripture. We 
can’t look at Scripture like it’s a prescriptive law code. Jesus didn’t read scripture that way. The Sermon on the Mount which follows 
shows God’s ideal, God’s heart and how we as Christians are supposed to be God’s ideal society. This is much more difficult than 
following a set of laws! But it also doesn’t mean taking the Sermon on the Mount as a new set of laws that are just tougher to follow 
than the OT. The Sermon on the Mount is teaching us how to follow God’s heart and use God given wisdom to help interpret scripture 
into our own lives and therefore fulfill the actual purpose of Scripture and the laws.  
 
5. Have you ever felt like you were living out a set of rules as a Christian? What made you feel like that? 
 
6. What do you think it means to “exceed” in living the life Jesus wants you to live? What is one thing you can do this week in order to 
“exceed”? 
 


