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I. Introduction:  
 
 The concept of loving brothers and sisters has already been introduced in this book (2:10). In today’s passage, the author dives 
deeper to look at what love for brothers and sisters actually looks like. He argues that if we are in the truth and we know God, then our 
hearts will be open to the needs of our brothers and sisters. We will love brothers and sisters in the church.  
 
II. Study: 1 John 3:11-24

11 For this is the message that you have heard from the 
beginning, that we should love one another. 12 We should not be 
like Cain, who was of the evil one and murdered his brother. And 
why did he murder him? Because his own deeds were evil and 
his brother’s righteous. 13 Do not be surprised, brothers, that the 
world hates you. 14 We know that we have passed out of death 
into life, because we love the brothers. Whoever does not love 
abides in death. 15 Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, 
and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.  

16 By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and 
we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. 17 But if anyone 
has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his 

heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him? 18 Little 
children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.  

19 By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure 
our heart before him; 20 for whenever our heart condemns us, 
God is greater than our heart, and he knows everything. 
21 Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have 
confidence before God; 22 and whatever we ask we receive from 
him, because we keep his commandments and do what pleases 
him. 23 And this is his commandment, that we believe in the 
name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has 
commanded us. 24 Whoever keeps his commandments abides in 
God, and God in him. And by this we know that he abides in us, 
by the Spirit whom he has given us.  

 

III. Into The Bible:  
1. The word “brother” is used many times in verses 13-17. Who does the word “brother” refer to? 
 
2. In what ways are the Cain and Abel story analogous to their situation? Why do you think the author chose to use this particular story?  
 
3. According to verses 16-18, how did we learn love? What does this love look like?   
 
4. What does it mean for a person’s heart to “close against” someone? 
 
IV. Application:  
 For us, there are many ways in which our hearts can “close against” people who are in need. First we don’t even know when 
people are in need and we don’t make the effort to find out. There may be people in the church who are hurting and needy in many 
ways, but we aren’t close enough to know or we just don’t ask. Second there are people who are may have more needs than us, but 
overall they aren’t starving. They may struggle to pay some bills, but we don’t actually consider them to be in need. Third, there are 
people who are in need in non-financial ways that we may overlook. Maybe they are in desperate need of babysitting or time to rest, 
but because its not a financial need, we overlook them. Everyone has needs of some type. Fourth, our hearts may overlook people who 
are in need because we do not want to be used.  We are afraid of being taken advantage of. Our hearts will find many excuses to 
overlook or refuse to help people who are in need. We need to be careful and vigilant in order to cultivate our hearts before God in 
order to love others in the church with a true love.  
 
5. What are some actual real life actions that you can take to love others in the church? 
 
6. Who are the people who are in need in our church and what are their needs?  
 
7. Sometimes people who are in need will not even attend our church because they don’t fit in. What are some things our church can do 
to be more welcoming to those people? 
 


