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I. Introduction:  
 Today we’re beginning a new series in a new book called The Insider: Bringing The Kingdom of God Into Your Everyday World. 
This book argues that the main mode of the kingdom of God is through followers of Jesus being salt and light in the world. We are not 
meant to separate ourselves from the world, but rather we are supposed to immerse ourselves in the world. As we live our regular lives, 
we are “insiders” or agents for God’s love in the world. Growing God’s kingdom is not spreading the gospel as an agenda item, but it’s 
through loving people the way that Christ loved us.  
 
 
II. Part 1: The Insider

"Christianity did not grow because of miracle working in the marketplaces ... it grew because Christians constituted an intense 
community.... The primary means of its growth was through the united and motivated efforts of the growing numbers of Christian 
believers, who invited their friends, relatives and neighbors to share the `good news'." "Conversion," he maintains, "was a network 
phenomenon based on interpersonal attachments." 

1. What is the specific strategy for the spread of God’s kingdom do these author’s advocate? What do you think of this strategy? How 
does this strategy differ from some other evangelism strategies? 

Are you looking for your calling, wondering what God wants you to do? Paul is saying, open your eyes and look! You're surrounded! 
You've spent thirty years relating to your family, your community, and your work situation. Some of your relationships are good, 
some are bad, but they all have potential for new meaning now that you're a citizen of the kingdom of God. Live out that citizenship-
"hold out the word of life" within this unique world of yours! That's what it means to be an insider! 

2. In your own words, what is an “insider”? 
 

III. Part 2: Overcoming Obstacles to Fruitfulness  
 
3. What do you think some of the drawbacks or obstacles for this “insider” strategy would be?  
 

1. Our struggles with fear: What will people think?  
2. Questions of Christian conduct: What if I'm asked to do things I think are wrong?  
3. Finding time in a time-starved life: There is no space in my life for another thing!  
4. Our personal inadequacies: I'm just not ready for this. 

 
3. The authors list four different obstacles. Which obstacles do you identify with the most? Why? 

 
"Progress is knowing more, doing more, and having more." 

 
4. The author’s characterize the statement above as a “lie”. Do you agree? Are parts of the statement true? Do you think it describes 
how you personally feel sometimes? 

 
We can do something about this. We must do something about it if we hope to stop dissipating our life. We have let society put 
activities over people in our value system, and we are unquestioningly going along for the ride. That's just the way life is, we 
reason. Not really! It is more accurate to say that's how we've chosen to live. We have chosen to just go along for the ride. 

 
5. Have you ever said, “that’s just the way life is” when you found yourself too busy? Do you buy the author’s argument that it isn’t “just 
the way life is?” Do you buy the argument that we’ve actually chosen the life we’re living? 
 
 
IV. Application & Prayer Points:  
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6. The authors argue for more integration in our lives in order to gain back more time. Take a few minutes to diagram your life. You can 
draw bubbles for your home, work, church, school, and other areas. Also write in names of the people who really matter to you the 
most. Are there people and things that we need to say “no” to in order to focus on other areas?  
 
7. Share with each other some of your fears and obstacles that might come in the way of living as an insider. Pray for each other and as 
the Spirit to help you overcome some of those obstacles.  
 
 


