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I. Introduction:  
 
 This chapter argues that we all need partners in being an Insider. Living a different life, the life of an insider, is very difficult 
without people partnering with us, encouraging us, and doing things with us. This very small group could be an excellent place to start in 
terms of looking for partnerships. But don’t stop there. Perhaps there are Christian coworkers that you have or other Christian 
neighbors. Giving them this book might be a great place to start in terms of initiating a partnership.    
 
 
II. Chapter 15: The Fifth Life Pattern of An Insider: Partnering 
 
 

It's strange that we seem to immediately understand our need for the body when it comes to worship, teaching, and prayer, but 
in this matter of sharing our faith, we usually think of it as being a solitary effort. The popular notion of an evangelist conjures 
images of a fearless individual who proclaims the gospel to a multitude or to an individual and then reports back to the body 
with accounts of his success. This is a flawed picture. We need one another if we are to fruitfully reveal Christ to our friends, just 
as we need effective help in every other area of our life. 

 
1. Have you ever thought of sharing your faith as a solitary effort? Why do we think this way? Where does this idea of solitary faith 
sharing come from? 
 
  

Partnering commits us to action. Most good intentions die of neglect before they're born. We resolve to do something. Then we 
get busy and the idea slips away from us, forgotten. Occasionally we recall what we had in mind to do. Then, a pang of good 
intention returns for a moment. But, again we are distracted. Thus our good intentions are soon forgotten and dead. Partnering 
is the best defense against such procrastination. It puts us on record. It calls on us to do the rudiments of planning. When are we 
going to meet? Where? For what? 
 

2. Have you ever resolved to share your faith but never actually got around to doing it? How do you think partnering with someone can 
help with that? 
 
3. The book talks about the necessity of partners when forming a group to read the bible together with non-Christians. What other ways 
can partners help in sharing the gospel? 
 
 

Insiders multiply, not by adding numbers to their groups but by dividing up to fit the needs of the people who are responding. 
New people need to feel they are participating in the formation of something new, that there are others like them who are also 
just getting started. 

 
4.  Why do you think it’s better to form something new rather than trying to incorporate new people into existing groups? 
 
 
IV. Application & Prayer Points:  
 
5. With the neighbors or coworkers you’re trying to reach, can you think of any natural partners that can help you reach them? Other 
church members, or other Christians that you know? Make plans to talk to this possible partner about praying for your 
neighbors/coworkers/friends together.   
 
6. Pray over the people you’ve been trying to reach, whether it’s your coworkers, neighbors or other friends. Pray also for God to give us 
partners who are willing and have the heart to reach our coworkers/neighbors/friends together.  


