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I. Introduction:  
 
If you had a big difficult task in front of you, how do you usually approach it? 
 
a. Get on a roll and try to do as much of it as possible in one sitting.  
b. Break up the task into smaller pieces and tackle each piece one by one.  
c. Procrastinate 
d. Take short cuts and try to make doing this task as quick as possible  
e. Try to delegate it (pass it off on someone else) 
f.  A combination of the above?  
 

II. Read: Mark 4:1-9, 14-20
4 Again he began to teach beside the sea. And a very large 
crowd gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat in 
it on the sea, and the whole crowd was beside the sea on the 
land. 2 And he was teaching them many things in parables, and 
in his teaching he said to them: 3 “Listen! Behold, a sower went 
out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seed fell along the path, 
and the birds came and devoured it. 5 Other seed fell on rocky 
ground, where it did not have much soil, and immediately it 
sprang up, since it had no depth of soil. 6 And when the sun 
rose, it was scorched, and since it had no root, it withered 
away. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up 
and choked it, and it yielded no grain. 8 And other seeds fell 
into good soil and produced grain, growing up and increasing 
and yielding thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.” 9 And 
he said, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”  
 

14 The sower sows the word. 15 And these are the ones along 
the path, where the word is sown: when they hear, Satan 
immediately comes and takes away the word that is sown in 
them. 16 And these are the ones sown on rocky ground: the 
ones who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it 
with joy. 17 And they have no root in themselves, but endure for 
a while; then, when tribulation or persecution arises on 
account of the word, immediately they fall away. 18 And others 
are the ones sown among thorns. They are those who hear the 
word, 19 but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of 
riches and the desires for other things enter in and choke the 
word, and it proves unfruitful. 20 But those that were sown on 
the good soil are the ones who hear the word and accept it and 
bear fruit, thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.” 

 

III. Into the Bible:  
1. Based on verses 1-9, what problem(s) or difficulty did each soil face? What happened as a result? 
 
2. Based on verses 14-20, what is the interpretation of each problem and result you listed in question #1? 
 

  Parable (v1-9) Interpretation (v14-20) Today 

Soil #1 
Problem    

Result    

Soil #2 
Problem      

Result    

Soil #3 
Problem    

Result    

Soil #4 
Problem    

Result    

 

 

3. How could Jesus’ interpretation correspond to today? 
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IV. Application: 
 
6. If the preacher were to give an abbreviated version of last Sunday’s message, what points would you tell him to make sure not to 
leave out?  
 
7. A tree cannot produce fruit if it has no roots or hasn’t even sprouted. In the same way, it’s difficult to live out a truth that hasn’t fully 
sunken into your heart. Have you ever tried to live out a truth that hasn’t fully taken root in your heart? Share with the group. 
 
8. We all have elements of all four soils in our lives. But perhaps you identify with one of the soils the most. Which soil do you identify 
with and why? 

 

9. What practices in your life can you adopt to help yourself grow considering where you are in the process of growth? 
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