
 
 
 

FAQ’s for Mission Trips to India 
 
1. How did Back2Back find itself in India, a country nearly halfway around the world? 
2. How much does a Back2Back mission trip cost?  Do you have fundraising ideas? 
3. What is the average cost of flights and is this cost included in the Back2Back fee? 
4. What is included in the cost of your Back2Back per person fee? 
5. Do I need a passport to travel to India? 
6. What are the lengths of your trips? 
7. When do you have trips?  What is your availability? 
8. What is the minimum group size? 
9. What is the maximum group size? 
10. What is the minimum age requirement?  Maximum? 
11. What meals do the teams eat?  Is the water safe? 
12. What are the travel arrangements to and from the airport in Hyderabad? 
13. Where do the teams stay? 
14. Can individuals or families join an existing group that is already on the schedule? 
15. What is a typical trip agenda – the daily itinerary? 
16. What kinds of projects do the teams work on? 
17. What are your greatest needs as a ministry right now? 
18. Where can I find more information about donating toward ministry needs at the children’s homes/ministry 

sites? 
19. Is Hyderabad safe? Is the Back2Back property safe? 
20. Is there medical care nearby if I get injured or sick while there? 
21. What is the weather like in Hyderabad? 
22. Do you purchase traveler’s insurance for all teams? 
23. Does Back2Back require any immunizations? 
24. What paperwork does each trip participant have to fill out? 
25. What should I pack? 
26. Does Back2Back evangelize? 
27. Does Back2Back provide a translator for the team? 
28. Can I read/watch testimonies of previous trip participants?  
 

All answers to these questions follow below: 
 

 
1. How did Back2Back find itself in India, a country nearly halfway around the world? 
A:  Through need, invitation and opportunity is the short answer. India has more orphaned children than any 
other country in the world and with a population of 1.2 billion there are more children susceptible to exploitation 
and slavery than in any other. Sharing and showing them the good news of a God who loves them and has a plan 
for their life made this decision an easy one. 

 
2. How much does a Back2Back mission trip to India cost?  Do you have fundraising ideas? 

 A:  The cost of a mission trip depends on the duration of time staying in Hyderabad. 

 For seven days:  $795 

 Shorter or longer trips are also possible; contact Chelsie Standeford for costs. 

 The fee per person could change yearly for various reasons. 

 Yes, we do have fundraising ideas for individuals and groups.   Here is a helpful link on our 
website: http://back2back.org/get-involved/advocate/host-a-fundraiser/ 

              

http://back2back.org/get-involved/advocate/host-a-fundraiser/


3. What is the average cost of flights and is this cost included in the Back2Back fee? 
A:  The average cost for a ticket to Hyderabad is anywhere from $1300-$2100.  This cost is not included in the 
Back2Back fee.  All flight arrangements are to be made separately of Back2Back.  We do not handle flights.  
However, we can recommend a travel agent for you to use to book your flights. 

 Raptim Travel (Nancy Joe Sayre:  nsayre@raptimusa.com) 
 

4. What is included in the cost of your Back2Back per person fee? 
A:  The cost includes the following:  

 Food  

 Projects/Activities (covers expenses for all the supplies and materials needed while serving) 

 Housing 

 Emergency Medical Insurance purchased through Seven Corners  

 Admin (9%) 
 

5. Do I need a passport to travel to India? Do I need a visa? 
A:  Yes, you must have a passport in order to travel to India.   Please check the expiration date.  If your passport 
expires within six months or less by last day (the day you arrive home after your trip) of your trip, you will not be 
able to travel.  
A: Yes, you are also required to have a visa.  Processing times can vary and so we recommend starting this 
process sooner rather than later. Contact Chelsie Standeford for the name and contact information for the 3rd 
party agency we will recommend. 

 
6. What are the lengths of your trips? 
A:  The lengths of our trips are typically seven days however we have flexibility to allow for shorter periods and 
longer periods. 
 

7. When do you have trips? What is your availability? 
A:  We have groups serve with us all year.  However, there are specific time frames that are unavailable for 
groups.  These time frames include: 

 The months of April & May, when children are preparing for final exams and/or are spending time with 
relatives before the start of the next academic year (June). 
NOTE: Teachers are an exception. We are endeavoring to build an annual program that focuses on 
improving the children’s English skills and the month of May to early June would be an ideal time for 
such a mission trip.  

 The week before Easter, the week of Easter, and the week after Easter 
 

8. What is the minimum group size? 
A:  Although we will consider smaller groups, the minimum group size we prefer is eight people. 
 

9. What is the maximum group size? 
A:  The maximum group size is 30 people, but this is subject to modification according to the circumstances. 

 
10. What is the minimum age requirement?  Maximum? 
A:  The minimum age requirement we suggest is sixteen years old – though we will consider younger 
participants. Our primary concern is the experience and maturity of the person since India has extreme and 
widespread poverty.  We don’t have a maximum age requirement, however the pace of travel and heat should 
be taken into consideration for anyone with health issues.  

 
11. What meals do the teams eat? Is the water safe? 

 For Breakfast – cereal, toast (butter, jelly, and peanut butter), apples/bananas, hard boiled eggs 
(sometimes), coffee, and juice 

 For Lunch – peanut butter & jelly sandwich, cheese sandwich, chips, apple slices, carrot slices, water  



 For Dinner – a combination of authentic Indian food prepared by one of our campus staff and American 
food prepared by members of the team.  
NOTE: If at any point of your trip the group stays in a hotel, then breakfast and dinner meals will be at an 
Indian restaurant.  

 The water you drink on our campus and during work projects is safe to drink.  All of our water is filtered 
through our own well system. When we are outside the campus (including any hotel stay), we will 
provide you with commercially bottled water such as a Coca-Cola bottled water known as Kinley (similar 
to Dasani in the U.S.).  
 

12. What are the travel arrangements to and from the airport in India? 
A:  Travel arrangements to and from the airport are handled by Back2Back staff.  The buses we use are the same 
ones that your group will travel on for the duration of the trip.  This service is covered by the transportation fee 
included in your mission trip fee.  
 

13. Where do the teams stay? 
A:  All of our teams stay on the Back2Back campus.  The mission team housing on our campus has gender-
specific rooms where the groups sleep. There could be times when the group will serve partner ministries closer 
to the city.  In that case we might locate at a modest and safe hotel nearer where we’ll be serving. 
 

14. Can individuals or families join an existing group that is already on the schedule? 
A:  Yes!  Individuals and families can join existing groups that are already scheduled to serve with us.  We 
frequently connect individuals & families who don’t have a team with an existing group. 

 
15. What is a typical daily schedule? 
A:  A typical day serving with Back2Back includes: 

 Breakfast:  7:30am-8:30am 

 Devotional/Reflection Time: 8:30am-9:00am 

 Small group time (optional):  9:00am-9:30am 

 Leave for the day to assigned children’s home:  between 10 and 10:30am 

 Lunch:  On-site around 1pm  

 Leave children’s home and head back to campus for dinner: between 5 and 6pm 

 Dinner:  between 7:30 and 8pm (The exact time can vary, as we can’t always account for unexpected 
delays, such as traffic, etc.) 

 Debriefing and group reflection with your group: after dinner (about 1 hour) 

 Bed/Lights out:  11pm 
 

16. What kind of projects do the teams work on? 
A:  The type of projects that each team will work on varies.  This depends on the current needs of the children’s 
homes that Back2Back serves.  Common projects include painting, pouring concrete, building a fence, plumbing, 
general construction and repairs, playing with the children (crafts, games, soccer, etc.), etc.  

 
17. What are your greatest needs as a ministry right now? 
A:  Our greatest needs are:   

1. Child Sponsorship –  
a. Program description:  Through the Child Sponsorship Program, you can make a lasting 

difference in the life of a child at one of the children’s homes with which we partner or operate, 
through monthly child sponsorship.  To us, providing shelter goes beyond simply meeting the 
physical needs of a child.  It means helping each child understand the love, care and protection 
of their heavenly Father.  Sponsors assist us in accomplishing that, by contributing toward the 
expense of providing food, housing, clothing, health care and educational opportunities, as well 
as spiritual training and personal development.   

b. There are three levels of sponsorship and you can learn more about them by checking out: 
http://back2back.org/sponsor/   If you are interested in sponsoring a child, please contact the 

http://back2back.org/sponsor/


Child Sponsorship team at the Back2Back US office at childsponsorship@back2back.org or 
513.754.0300, ext  # 1705. 

2. Teachers to serve with us during the month of May to early June to focus on increasing the children’s 
English skills. 

3. Staff support – All staff members (US, Mexico, India, and Nigeria staff) raise private support to cover 
their salaries, enabling the ministry to deliver more services and care to the children and families it 
ministers to.  We ask you to prayerfully consider supporting our staff on a monthly, annual or one-time 
basis.   If you are interested in supporting a staff member, please contact Karen Holliday at the 
Back2Back US office at kholliday@back2back.org or 513.754.0300, ext #1707.   

4. Assist with development by contributing toward specific capital needs such as campus and children’s 
home improvements, vehicles for staff transportation, etc.   

5. Additional church partnerships in the U.S. whose members will pray, support, send and go, to serve with 
us in this far away location. 

 
18. Where can I find more information about donating toward ministry needs at the children’s homes/ministry 

sites? 
A:  You can contact Chelsie Standeford for more information on a specific children’s home.  We also have a top 
ten needs list available.  To learn more about each home in Hyderabad, visit http://back2back.org/hyderabad-
india/  

 
19. Is Hyderabad safe? Is the Back2Back property safe? 
A:  Back2Back has been serving in Hyderabad since 2008 without any safety incidents. We have bilingual 
Back2Back national staff and U.S. staff who are sensitive to the cultural differences between the west and India, 
and who are with our mission trip guests at all times.  Hyderabad is a large city of nearly 7 million people and the 
staff that live there are very familiar with safety precautions when traveling in the city and surrounding areas.   
In addition, our campus is gated and has security cameras and a night watchman just as an extra 
precaution.  We also have an emergency plan that our entire staff understands how to implement. But, still, 
we've never had an issue that threatened the safety of any mission guest.  
 

20. Is there medical care nearby if I get injured or sick while there? 
A:  Yes, there is medical care nearby in case you get injured or sick.  A government hospital is just a few minutes 
from our campus and private hospitals are less than 2 hours away.  
 

21. What is the weather like in India? 
A:  Temperate/dry, Hot/Very Hot and Hot/Rainy. These are the three seasons of Hyderabad weather depending 
on the time of year.  In the months of November – February, evening temperatures can drop to the low 60’s 
with daytime highs in the low to mid 80’s.  As March enters, daytime temps rise consistently until they peak in 
the May/June time to daytime temps that can rise to 110+ degrees and nighttime temps in the upper 70’s.  The 
rainy (monsoon) season arrives during late June-early July, lowering temps into the mid-80’s during the day and 
upper 60’s at night.  For more information on the local weather, check www.weather.com for the latest updates. 
   

22. Do you purchase traveler’s insurance for mission trip participants? 
A:  Yes, we do purchase emergency medical insurance for all our teams.  This is not the same as trip insurance 
that you purchase from an airline or travel agent.  We use Seven Corners, Inc.  For information on what is 
covered under this policy please contact your Trip Coordinator and they will be more than happy to provide you 
with more information.  
 

23. Does Back2Back require any immunizations? 
A:  Back2Back does not require anyone to receive immunizations, although many trip participants choose to 
receive them as an extra precaution.  Please visit www.cdc.gov for information regarding immunization 
recommendations and guidelines.  Also, please consult your family doctor for recommendations regarding 
immunizations.     
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24. What paperwork does each trip participant have to fill out? 
A:  Each trip participant is required to fill out several forms in order to participate on a mission trip.  The forms 
are due four months prior to the trip. 
All adults must fill out three forms: 

 An Emergency Information form (this form has to be notarized)  

 A Liability Release (this form has to be notarized)  

 An Agreement Policy (which does not have to be notarized).   
All minors fill out four forms: 

 An Emergency Information form (this form has to be notarized) 

 A Liability Release for Minors (this form must be notarized) 

 An Agreement Policy (this form does not need to be notarized) 

 A  Permission for Minors to Travel (this form must be notarized) 
 

25. What should I pack? 
A:  You will receive a packing list from your trip leader.  This is also found online (http://back2back.org/mission-
trip-prep-2/). 
   

26. Does Back2Back evangelize? 
A:  Back2Back is a ministry that is centered on relationship, by serving the “least of these”.  We strongly desire 
and pray that each child and family we serve will come to know Jesus as their personal Savior.  As we focus on 
serving and building relationships, we use that as a platform to share God’s love and His desire for us to know 
and be known by Him.  We share the Gospel to others by sharing our lives.  As Paul writes, “We loved you so 
much that we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well, because you 
had become so dear to us.”  -1 Thessalonians 2:8.     
 

27. Does Back2Back provide a translator for the team? 
A:  Yes, we always make sure that there is someone with your team who speaks Telugu/Hindi, two of the locally 
spoken languages.  Our in-country team is made up of Indian Nationals who are bilingual and American staff 
who to a limited extent, can help with communication. 
 

28. Can I read/watch testimonies of previous trip participants? 
A:  Yes!  Please check out the Back2Back blog at http://back2back.org/blog/ and become a Facebook friend of 
Back2Back India at https://www.facebook.com/pages/Back2Back-India/884049034943734?ref_type=bookmark.  
You will be able to read a variety of stories and hear testimonies of what God is doing through Back2Back!   

 
Updated:  August 2014 
 

 

 

If you have any further 
questions, please contact 
Chelsie Standeford:  
cstandeford@back2back.org or  
513-754-0300 ext #1701 
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